Hospitality House Refugee Ministry of Winnipeg sponsors more refugees into Canada under our country’s unique Private Sponsorship of Refugees program than any other single group. 

In 2009 Hospitality House initiated 629 sponsorship applications covering 1525 refugees. In the past three years it has sponsored more than 3,300! 
For more than twenty years Hospitality House has rescued and resettled here several thousand refugees who were existing in appalling, life-threatening circumstances, and who now live among us with new hope, leading productive lives as Canadians. 

Overseas processing by Canada of sponsored refugees sometimes takes years. Canada places an annual target on the program that limits refugee arrivals. In 2009 the all-Canada target was 3710, and Hospitality House welcomed 129 that it had sponsored, some as long ago as 20o2! While caring relatives here look after many when they arrive, others must look to the full support of Hospitality House during their first year here because they have no local family. 

Parishes and individual donors generously support the work, but needs are great. Hospitality House receives no government funding
[image: image1.jpg]



Another happy arrival at the Winnipeg airport.
Thank you
 for supporting
Hospitality

House 
But the needs continue…..
Background

Hospitality House Refugee Ministry Inc. continues the work begun by the Roman Catholic Order,  L’Institut de Notre Dame des Missions (Our Lady of the Missions) in the late 1980’s.  Sister Aileen Gleason, the work’s prime developer, initiated thousands of refugee sponsorships until retiring from Hospitality House in 2002.  Then for five years she continued her involvement with refugees and her Order from her new placement in Nairobi, Kenya.  Now 85, she has returned from Africa and is living in Winnipeg where her interest in the work continues.

After Sister Aileen’s retirement the work was continued by Sister Margaret Purdie until her retirement and return home to New Zealand in October 2006. Sister Margaret initiated many more sponsorships and was assisted by members of her Order, by a volunteer and ecumenical board of directors drawn from the Winnipeg community, and by willing helpers, many of whom are Canadians sponsored as refugees in the past.

The work is now being coordinated by Tom Denton who has worked with refugees for 30 years and was for many years executive director of Winnipeg’s International Centre, an immigrant settlement agency. Tom has initiated sponsorship of many hundreds of refugees in the past, and since 2007 at Hospitality House, assisted by a small team of volunteers, has initiated new sponsorships for over 3,300!

Hospitality House itself, though not large, can accommodate up to eight refugees at a time.  Some of the sponsored refugees live in Hospitality House during their first days in Canada.  Its live-in hosts are John and Fatuma (Yuma) Mukesa Salumu-Kasongo who were (with baby John Jr.) sponsored as refugees from Congo by Hospitality House, arriving in 2005.  John Jr. is now four and has a younger brother James.
The House, at 60 Mortimer Place, is owned, provided, and the work financially supported through the kindness and commitment of the Parish of St. John’s Anglican Cathedral.

The office of Hospitality House is in Micah House, the Catholic Centre for Social Justice at 1039 Main Street, provided through the generosity of the Roman Catholic Archbishop of Winnipeg, James Weisgerber.

Throughout the years of its ministry, Hospitality House has used the legal sponsoring capacity of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Winnipeg, and (since 1992) of the Anglican Diocese of Rupert’s Land, each of whom has enabling agreements with the Canadian Government and is therefore known as a Sponsorship Agreement Holder. Like other parishes that sponsor refugees under the authority of their respective Sponsorship Agreement Holders, Hospitality House is known as a Constituent Group. It has sponsored more refugees than any other constituent group in Canada.

Although many individuals have provided financial support, notable for many years has been the support of Holy Rosary RC Parish, Saint Anthony of Padua RC Parish, Our Lady of Perpetual Help RC Parish, and the extraordinary contributions of  the Order, L’Institut de Notre Dame des Missions  

The Winnipeg Foundation, The Joshua Fund of the Asper family, The Sir Thomas Cropo Foundation, Immanuel United Church, and First Presbyterian Church have provided significant support.

 Hospitality House deeply appreciates all support it has received. Without it the work would not be possible.

Annual Report

The appalling numbers keep shifting, but there are currently over 11 million refugees in the world. Another 22 million displaced persons live in refugee-like circumstances but are still within the borders of their home country. This equals the total population of Canada!
Canada’s Private Sponsorship of Refugees program is a significant part of Canada’s international commitment to the rescue and resettlement of refugees.  But as with all our immigration categories the number admitted to Canada annually is limited. In recent years the number of “PSRs” arriving has been less than 4,000 – against a constantly-replenishing sponsored backlog of nearly 15,000. This numerical cap is the reason for long processing times, especially in East Africa where most of our sponsored refugees are located. 
Hospitality House, in support of the Manitoba Refugee Sponsors and the Canadian Council for Refugees, has for years requested the Canadian Government to increase the annual number of PSR landings, but to date without success. If you have the opportunity to speak with your Member of Parliament about this, please do so.
The private sponsorship of refugees continues to be a significant part of the immigration strategy of the Manitoba Government, and its settlement programs include our refugees.

The City of Winnipeg, unique in Canada, has since 2003 made “family-linked” refugee sponsorship the central component of its own immigration strategy.  The majority of privately sponsored refugees coming to the city have links to relatives already here. They are more likely to stay.

Of new PSR cases being submitted across Canada for government overseas processing our city now accounts for as much as fifty percent, reflecting the extraordinary activity of the Manitoba Refugee Sponsors group.  Winnipeg has become the Canadian epicenter of the Private Sponsorship of Refugees program.
Hospitality House accounted for 129 of Winnipeg’s privately sponsored refugee arrivals in 2009.

In the past six years Hospitality House has welcomed 1059 refugees to Winnipeg.  Among sponsoring groups in Canada these numbers are extraordinary, but they place a strain on resources, human and financial.

Hospitality House now has over 1,700 open files for refugees still expected to arrive. This represents more than 3,500 people.  And the numbers will grow.

Financial

In 2009 Hospitality House Refugee Ministry operated on a budget of $100,000, a surprisingly small amount for the work accomplished.  This is only possible because Hospitality House has so much volunteer support.  It receives no funding and has never received funding from any level of government.  The books are audited by the firm of Simon Hall, Chartered Accountants.

In addition to the financial donations that have kept the work going, many have made donations of furnishings and household effects over the years, for the provisioning of homes for arriving refugees. 

Personnel

Tom Denton runs the office and the work of initiating sponsorships and tending to all the files of sponsored and arriving refugees. He is assisted by Karin Gordon, and by Sebastian Bechtel from Germany, a volunteer under a unique program of the German government in association with Bethel Mennonite Church in Winnipeg; Sebastian  is successor to Matthias Groeschel who came from Germany the preceding year. Mary Webster has retired as bookkeeper and been succeeded by Samiya Ahmed. Lily Canuto, Deanna Einarson and Camilla Salad volunteer in the office.  John and Fatuma (Yuma) Mukesa Salumu-Kasongo live in and manage the Hospitality House residence. During the past year we had great assistance with our computers and web site programming from Kouroush Alizadeh- Ebadi and his son Sevdan.
In 2009 the Board of Directors included:
Marlene Reguly, Chair

Dr. Berhanu Balcha, Vice-Chair

Isaac Katoyo, Secretary-Treasurer

Abdirizak Adam

Abnet Adane

Kouroush Alizadeh-Ebadi (now retired)
Judy Hall

Sr. Jo Anne Jelinski

Sr. Sheila Madden

Very Rev. Robert Osborne

Heather Rochon

Owen Sweeney
How we use your money…

The largest item in our budget is the direct support of those sponsored refugees that must look to Hospitality House for their full support when they arrive in Winnipeg because they have no family here to help  – money for rent and to buy food, clothing, bus passes and personal items until they get a job;  and money to run and provision our House (and its kitchen) where they first live. 

When our full-sponsored refugees move into their own place we equip it with donated items as best we can, but there are costs to initially renting, setting up and provisioning their apartment until they become self-supporting. We are thankful that this happens relatively quickly in most cases.

Some of our sponsored refugees, with no family in Canada to help them, are in dire straits where they live in Africa. It sometimes becomes necessary to help them survive where they are, and until they can be brought to safety in Canada.

Our expenses of running the House and the Office are considerable. We have three computers, networked, at the office with printers and a photocopier.  Inbound and outbound emails at the office average 10,000 a year. Incoming phone calls average 3,000. Office supplies including necessary sponsorship forms and materials run into sizeable sums when so many sponsorships are being processed. One sponsorship runs to at least 25 pages of forms.




Please consider making a financial donation to Hospitality House for this vital ministry of rescue and resettlement of some of God’s most needing people.

Mail your donation to Hospitality House Refugee Ministry,

Micah House,

1039 Main Street

Winnipeg, MB

R2W 3R2

Hospitality House Refugee Ministry Inc. is a registered charity. Donation receipts for tax purposes will be mailed to your return address. 

Visit the Hospitality House web site. It provides both information about us and instructions to those wishing to have us sponsor refugees.   www.hhrmwpg.org
